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Hello Fellow Vikings,

Corner

The summer is coming to an end… it sure did go by fast! All of us will soon
be enjoying the warm days and crisp mornings of Fall. This is my favorite time of
the year! While everyone is practicing social distancing, take a look around and
take in all the beautiful colors of the season.
We really didn’t have many activities this summer at Ingjald. We did enjoy the
Chicken BBQ’s, getting takeout on Fri. and Sat. Unfortunately, we did miss Family
Picnic which is always a fun day. Hopefully it will be a go in 2021. Camping this
summer has been a little quieter too. Some folks chose to stay in place and stay
healthy where they are. Can’t blame them, but we did miss them.

Melinda Worden
Grand Chief
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Scholarship night went really well, of course, with some little changes. Ingjald
#65 Chief, Betsy Lynch, did a great job! Everyone had an enjoyable evening
listening to each of the recipients’ future endeavors. We wish them the best. I
would like to give a shout out to Allen E. Johnson. Al shows up and takes pictures
for our events, and he does it well! Also to our Scholarship Committee, job well
done.
During these new times, I have managed to learn a little more on this
computer. I now know how to do a Zoom call. Executive Council has been having
conference calls and meetings thru Zoom. I must say, it works pretty well, and it
is nice to see everyone’s faces. As most of you are aware, we are mainly focusing
on surrenders. Executive Council has been working on this for 3 years. Making
progress, with at times a step back, but this hasn’t been easy. I would like to
remind those who haven’t yet surrendered, please consider it. We have started
looking at our options for exiting the Insurance business and focusing on our
fraternal activities. We continue to work with UTG, and our Administrator, Robin
Grinnell, to accomplish this by 2021. Executive Council’s next meeting will be in
Tinley Park, Il. We have made plans to meet in person, and hopefully this goes as
planned.
Plans have been started for our next convention, in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
Beautiful town, and a nice Viking club. You will be seeing more in the Journal as
things progress, and maybe things will be back to a little bit of normalcy!
As we wind down from summer, and look forward to the future, please stay
safe and healthy. All of us “Vikings” need to stay together during these times.
If anyone has any questions or feedback, feel free to get in touch with us on
Executive Council.
Until next time,
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Welcome Aboard
The following are new members who were admitted to the Viking Order since the previous Viking Journal was
published. We welcome you one and all to the Viking Order and sincerely urge you to attend your respective
lodges and join in all of the activities planned for you. Remember . . . It’s great to be a VIKING!!
NEW MEMBER

SPONSOR

Gripsholm #83
Doris MacDonald

Carla Horton

Ingjald #65
Aaron Graham
Marla Johnson
Braelyn Peterson
Carol Abell
Eric Anderson
Lisa Anderson
Timothy Anderson
David Ball
Kaleigh Bell
Rene Bernhardt
Scott Brideweser
Barbara Carlson
Joyce Cummings
Michael DiLaura
Frank Drexelius
Jessica Frederick
Robert Grambo
Tara Gugino
Megan Huyghe
Don Juda
Michael McCoy
Anne McGinnis
Connie Moore
Cameron Morton
Jon Munksgard
Kali Rinaldo

Fred Peterson
Julie Covert
Fred Peterson
Melissa Clark
Becky Noonan
Terrill Anderson
Terry Stronz
Thomas Dobmeier
Corey Ball
Chris Bernhardt
Connie Sherman
David Carlson
John Anderson
Doug Sanders
Wendy Reichard
Paul Johnson
Connie Sherman
Patricia Smith
Lisa Kilway
Jane Fosberg
Elsie Wall
Steve Snyder
Beryl L. Emley
Bruce Young
Christopher Bernhardt
Terry Anderson

NEW MEMBER

SPONSOR

Jonathan Squibb
Matthew Stage
Frederick Stern II
Shirley Szymanowicz
Brian Thoma
Britta Van Akin

Gary Hendrickson
Paul Stage
Gregory Hedlund
Peter Szymanowicz
Kimberly Thoma
Kyle Van Akin

Linne’ #57
Michael Goyette
Kimberly Johnson
Keith Kuipers
Kelli Kuipers
Vienna Abbott
Danika Cooper
Lucinda Cooper
Dylan Hunter
Cadence Kamp
Keith Kamp
Jacob Langlois
Boden Osborne
Cassidy Osborne

Robert Goryl
Eric Johnson
Kimberli Hernandez
Kimberli Hernandez
Alicia Abbott
Keri Cooper
Keri Cooper
Nancy Eaton
Sheryl Colburn
Sheryl Colburn
Nicole Langlois
Sheryl Colburn
Sheryl Colburn

Orvar Odd #24
Geir Rosoy
Lisa Rosoy

Wayne Mattson
Wayne Mattson

Sigurd #30
Steven Gold

Wendy Gold

LANGUAGE LESSON
en höst - autumn
ett träd - a tree
ett löv - a leaf
färgrik, färgglad - colorful
röd - red
gul - yellow
orange - orange
grön - green
Source: https://blogs.transparent.com/swedish/autumn-vocab-list-swedish
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Looking Ahead:
IOV Will Be Seeking A
Financial/Investment
Manager

IOV Executive Council:
Grand Chief
Melinda R. Worden
minward65@hotmail.com

The Executive Council of the Independent Order of Vikings (IOV) is working diligently to
exit the life insurance business. As I am sure you have heard many times, this is a necessity
to ensure that we can maintain our IOV identity and retain our assets. We hope to end our
insurance business no later than 12/31/2021. Currently our Insurance Administrator, United
Trust Group (UTG), manages our investment portfolio. When we are finally able to exit the
insurance business, we will no longer contract with UTG for these services.
If there is an IOV member that is a Certified Financial/Investment Professional and
would like to be considered to manage the IOV portfolio, please contact one of the
members of the IOV investment committee. We will put together a process to review
proposals but would like to start by building an interest list.
The Investment Committee members are:
Bob Greenwald - ert@netsync.net, (716) 664-6200 Office, (716) 665-2457 Home
Bill Peterson - billsite34@hotmail.com, (716) 499-0247
Bob Grinnell - cgrinnell@aol.com, (231) 773-0490

MILESTONES

To let you know that our many thoughts are with the members and families in this time of sorrow.

Lodge

Member Name

Edmund #91
Harald #13
Harald #13
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65
Ingald #65

Sonja Ostlund
Ruth Angshed
Jean Erbling
Richard N. Anderson
Susan Q. Bender
Stephen E. Benson
Donald C. Carlson
Anna Mae Cobb
Roger W. Edborg
Donald P. Erickson
Henry A. Geisler
Daniel E. Gustafson
Neva A. Hamilton
Robert C. Jackson
Gary N. Johnson
Norma Johnson Kidd
Judith A. Moore
Jeanette B. Rhinehart
Florence G. Swanson
H. Mary Taylor

Lodge
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Linne #57
Ring #18

Member Name
Dreux Allan Bourdon
Barbara J. Hvizdos
Doris Krupp
Ellen H. Nygard
Gerald L Sattory
Katherine Viculis
Walter “Fred” Baker
Corinne (Corky) Berglund
Ardis L. Drabik
James E. Glasen
W. James Karnitz
Michael J. Lenkiewicz
Maxine Lindback
Gregory Liskey
Betty Jean Mosher
Russell Paul Reckell
Diane Scott-Bernard
Peter G. Van Hoesen
James A. Wentzloff
Keith Potter

HÖGSATTA KÄMPAR
All Lodges are asked to submit membership reports that include the passing of our Viking brothers
and sisters. Submit to the Fraternal Administrator for inclusion in the Vikings Journal.

Vice Grand Chief
Rodney W. Ottum
papaottum@gmail.com
Jr. Past Grand Chief
William H. Schaefer
margaretschaef@yahoo.com
Grand Secretary
Eivor Britt-Louise Hichue
mzztree450@aol.com
Grand Treasurer
Thomas R. Jandt
trj2533@hotmail.com
Grand Herald
Bryan R. Nelson
ivesjohnsonagency@netsync.net
Grand Inner Guard
William A. Peterson
billsite34@hotmail.com
Grand Outer Guard
Robert D. Greenwald
ert@netsync.net
Jane Fosberg
jrfosberg@gmail.com
Robert H. Grinnell
cgrinnellm@aol.com
Mary Beth Liskey
mbliskey@hotmail.com
Steve Kosthorst
v.kosthorst@yahoo.com
Margaret (Peggy) Schaefer
margaretschaef@yahoo.com
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Administrator’s Corner
I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy! This summer has been filled
with processing insurance surrenders, getting IOV organized for future changes, and
working with Lodges. We continue to add new members every quarter, which we love!
Check out the website for updated forms, officer contact information, and dates for
key activities. www.iovikings.org
We have been getting questions about the June 2021 Convention. It is currently
scheduled for June 16-19 in Kenosha, WI. This will be a BIG meeting to make decisions
about the future of the IOV. Every lodge should plan to have delegates. We will send
delegate selection and verification guidance to each lodge this fall. In the event COVID
changes our plans for the Convention, we will communicate with each lodge as soon
as possible. We are working to adhere to the Constitution while we navigate changes
to the organization.
Fall Call – later this fall, we plan to have a conference call or Zoom meeting with
all Lodge Delegates, Chiefs and Financial Secretaries to share upcoming changes to
IOV structure and membership. We want lodges to be as prepared as possible to
communicate about and participate in IOV “after insurance.” We will provide officers
with materials they can share with their membership at their own lodge meetings. In
addition to working with UTG, IOV has retained a law firm that specializes in fraternal
insurance. They are helping us with our To Do List and timeline. They will also guide
us as we work with the Illinois (and other states’) insurance commission. Your Grand
Lodge Officers have been putting in hours above and beyond what they anticipated
to make sure we “get it right.” Make sure to thank them for their service!
We continue to grow the Email List for the IOV Journal. Thank you! This saves IOV
money in printing and postage, which will be better for the organization in the long
run. If you would like to switch to electronic delivery, please email me at
admin@iovikings.org. You can also find the Journal, in color, on the Vikings website.
As you have read, we are still having trouble locating about 200 former IOV members
who are still insurance policy holders. If you have a cousin, grandchild, or childhood
friend who may not know (or may have forgotten) that someone purchased a policy to
establish their membership, please let us know! Any of the Executive Council members,
financial secretaries at the lodge, or I can help them figure things out.
As always, let me know if I can be of any help! Happy Autumn!

Robin Lynn Grinnell, IOV Fraternal Administrator
admin@iovikings.org - 989-292-0482

Burn Camp News
Mike Longnecker, chairman of The Great Lakes Burn Camp, let us know that
summer camp was cancelled due to the coronavirus. Their Burn Camp will be held
virtually this year with about 70 campers plus counselors. We have not received
any information from other Burn Camps. If you are interested in their activities, please
visit their website.
• Illinois’ is www.IFSA.org
• Connecticut’s is www.CTburnsfoundation.org
Burn Camp Committee
Tom Jandt, Bob Greenwald, and Bob Grinnell
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VIKING
SCHOLARSHIP
RAFFLE 2021
For many years, one of the goals
of the Independent Order of Vikings
has been to provide scholarships to
our deserving young members to help
them continue their education. Your
lodge will receive raffle tickets from
your Executive Council Members or in
the mail following the October Executive Council Meeting.
The drawing will be in Muskegon
on Saturday January 30, 2021. The
tickets will again be $1.00 each or 6 for
$5.00. Please make your checks out to
the Viking Scholarship Fund and mail
your ticket stubs, unsold tickets and
checks to Bob Grinnell, 1249 Lakeshore
Dr. #129, Muskegon, MI 49441. Please
mail them by January 20, 2021 to
ensure they arrive on time.
Prizes are:

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

$500.00
$200.00
$150.00
$ 75.00
$ 75.00

PLEASE NOTE:
Tickets mailed to Muskegon after
January 20, 2021 may not reach us in time
for the drawing so please mail them as
soon as you can. Given the challenges
the USPS is dealing with, you might want
to give yourself more time and try to mail
by January 13.
Also please be sure to remind your
members who are high school seniors
to apply for an IOV Scholarship. The
applications and rules can be downloaded
from the IOV website @ www.iovikings.
org. The updated application for 2021
will be available November 1, 2020.
IOV Scholarship Committee
Bob Grinnell, Bill Peterson, Mary Beth
Liskey and Rod Ottum
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Scholarship Thank Yous!
Dear Vikings,

Dear IOV Scholarship Committee,

Thank you so much for awarding
me with a scholarship! It means
so much that my hard work in
high school has paid off and been
recognized. The money will greatly
help me in my goal to go to medical
school and become a physician.

I would like to thank the Grand Lodge
of the Independent Order of Vikings
for the Viking Scholarship. I plan to
attend Mercyhurst University in Erie,
PA in the Fall where I will be majoring
in Exercise Science and I will also be
playing volleyball. Once I complete
my Bachelor’s Degree, I will continue
on to receive my Master’s Degree in Athletic Training. I
am very excited about this next chapter in my life and I am
looking forward to helping student-athletes like myself.

Thank you!
Margaret Gosselin

Thank you again for your generosity.
Kylie Schnars
Dear Independent Order of Vikings,
My name is Emme Jensen and I
am so grateful to be one of this
year’s recipients of the Grand Lodge
Scholarship. Going to events and
parties at the Vikings was something
that I always looked forward to. I
wanted to express my thanks for your
generous financial support towards my higher education
goals.
I am enrolled in Muskegon Community College where I
will earn my art and science associate degree. Following
my two years at MCC, I will transfer to Michigan State
University and go into the pre-med track to earn my
bachelor’s degree. My long-term goal is to become a
pediatrician and work with children. I will always find time
to go to the Linne’ Lodge in my free time and visit with my
parents and grandparents who are members.
Thank you for the opportunities you are providing me with
this scholarship!
Emme Jensen

To all it concerns,
Thank you very much for awarding
me the scholarship. I appreciate
the generosity of those who
donated as well as the time
and energy from those on the
committee. It will help a great deal
the next several years in college,
and I hope to be in a position one
day to give back to it!
Sincerely,
Robby Swanker

2021 SCHOLARSHIP TIMELINE
November 1, 2020 – Scholarship Application Available from Fraternal Administrator or IOV website
March 1, 2021 – Scholarship Applications DUE
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VIKING OF THE YEAR
2021 RULES
Nominations are open for the 2021 Viking of the Year award!

VIKING OF THE YEAR
Do you know of someone or perhaps a few
people in your Lodge who deserves to have
their name added to the following list?

VIKING OF THE YEAR WINNERS
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Ray Knutson
C. Henry Widegren
Agnes Trillcott
Hjalmar T. Lindskoog
Ruth Ann Matthews
Carl A. Larson
Rey I. Carlberg
Raymond Carlson
Henry Stenquist, Jr.
Mauritz Erickson
Norma Sundberg
Alfred Majors
Charles Niarhos
Allen E. Johnson
Alex J. Arvia
Juanita “Toots” Porter
NO ONE NOMINATED
Esther Irene Sundberg
Wayne H. Bailey
Gordon Lindgren
Timothy Fagerstrom
Joel Lunden
Kathleen Heyvaert
Helane Bergklint
Elisabeth “Betsy” Lynch
William Jandt
???

Elida
Drake
Stenkil
Brage
Linne’
Stenkil
Harald
Linne’
Edmund
Linne’
Orvar Odd
Linne’
Harald
Ingjald
Harald
Ingjald

#25
#3
#92
#2
#57
#92
#13
#57
#91
#57
#57
#57
#13
#65
#13
#65

Clara
Linne’
Neptun
Ingjald
Linne’
Clara
Linne’
Ingjald
Linne’

#118
#57
#35
#65
#57
#118
#57
#65
#57

That deserving person will be recognized
at the Convention in June 2021 with
expenses paid by the Grand Lodge.

The Viking of the Year Committee is searching for one outstanding candidate
from all of our Sister and Brother Vikings who have not received recognition
for outstanding service, accomplishments and dedication to a Subordinate
Lodge in the Viking Order. The award also considers their contributions to
Local and/or State activities.
THE RULES ARE AS FOLLOWS:
♦ Nominees must be members of the Independent Order of Vikings in
good financial standing.
♦ One award will be presented every two years at the convention.
♦ The Viking of the Year Committee appointed by the Grand Chief will
administer the award.
♦ The award will be a plaque, medallion and expenses paid to the
Convention.
♦ The nomination form is available via the Vikings website, iovikings.org,
and is also in this Journal.
♦ An individual may win the Viking of the Year only once.
♦ Previous nominees are eligible to be re-nominated in succeeding years.
♦ Grand Lodge Officers and Executive Council Members are not eligible to
receive the award.
♦ Nominations must be sent to the IOV Fraternal Administrator, PO Box
27186, Lansing, MI 48909 and must be postmarked prior to midnight
January 15, 2021.

HAVE SOMEONE IN MIND FOR VIKING OF THE YEAR 2021?
Please submit the nomination to the Fraternal
Administrator postmarked before
MIDNIGHT JANUARY 15, 2021.
The Nomination Form is available on the IOV Website
(www.iovikings.org) and was also
printed in the June 2020 Journal.
Nominations may be submitted any time
before the deadline.
PLEASE DON’T LET A DESERVING VIKING GET MISSED
BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT SOMEONE ELSE WAS DOING IT!!
Fraternally Yours,
VIKING OF THE YEAR COMMITTEE
Thomas R. Jandt, Chairman
Melinda Worden
Barbara Hendry
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INGJALD LODGE #65
Jamestown, New York

VIKINGS AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS

Grand Lodge Recipients:
Kylie Schnars, Jack Brinkley

Ingjald #65 Scholarship Recipients:
Bryce Baglia, Kyle Borrello

Four area high school seniors were given scholarships
totaling $6,500 at four individual award ceremonies (spaced 15
minutes apart) at the Viking Lake facility. Each of the ceremonies
adhered to the NYS guidelines of social distancing, wearing of
masks and other preventive measures. Kylie Schnars of Panama
High School and Jack Brinkley of Southwestern High School
each received $1,750 Viking Grand Lodge scholarships and a
certificate recognizing their achievement. Ingjald Chief, Betsy
Lynch, greeted the scholars and those present and introduced
members the Viking Grand Lodge. Mindy Worden, IOV Grand
Chief, was introduced and offered her congratulations to those
being honored. Grand Past Chief and Scholarship Chairman, Bill
Peterson, presented the awards to Grand Lodge recipients Kylie
and Jack. Past Ingjald Chief and current Vice Chief Juanita “Toots”
Porter presented the local Ingjald Lodge scholarships of $1,500
each to Bryce Baglia of Falconer High School and Kyle Borrello of
Hamburg High School.

Scholarship Committee

All four scholarship recipients were also presented with
blue and yellow flower corsages. All present were treated to
punch and special blue and yellow decorated cupcakes with
words of congratulations and a small Swedish flag on them. The
refreshments were hosted by the Past Chiefs Club and the Viking
House Committee. Junior Viking Maddie Johnson served as
photographer for all the ceremonies, taking individual and group
pictures. Copies of the pictures will be mailed to each scholarship
recipient. Past Chief Al Johnson shared at the completion of each
awarding ceremony that, since the Viking scholarship program
began in 1964, a total of 326 Grand Lodge and local Ingjald Lodge
scholarships have been given out totaling $231,000! He further
stated that the Vikings, nationally and locally, are pleased to help
and encourage young adults become all they are capable of as
they begin the next chapter in their lives.

SPECIAL MIDSUMMER EXPERIENCE
This year, Midsummer fell on the same day as the Summer Solstice. In Sweden, there are those who stick to tradition no matter
what day of the week it is. The government moved Midsummer to the closest weekend as their national day. This year, both of these
versions fell on the same day. Our special addition to celebrating Midsummer at our Lake Park begins when I.O.V. Grand Chief Mindy
Worden was talking to Bill Peterson about some Grand Lodge business in the wooded trailer park. Mindy, confused and bewildered,
said to Bill: “I hear wonderful Swedish music—do you?” Bill promptly directed her to go to the Don and Sandra Sandy trailer site. There
she saw the musical group “Svenska Spelmän” gathered, socially distanced, playing some good ole’ tunes! The group is composed of
Kathy Petersen, Cheryl Rich, and Donald Sandy. At the same time Mindy enjoyed being treated to traditional Midsummer Strawberry
Cake made and served by Sandra Sandy. GRAND CHIEF MINDY WAS RELIEVED THAT SHE HADN’T JUST IMAGINED HEARING MUSIC!!!

Midsommar 2020 - Sandra Sandy

Don Sandy and Swedish musical group -SVENSKA SPELMAN
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INGJALD LODGE #65
Jamestown, New York

Ingjald Lodge Lake Park Activities
It has been very “interesting,” “different,” “challenging,”
exasperating,” (you get the idea) during this COVID-19 pandemic!
BUT - never say that Vikings aren’t up to the task of dealing
with these trying and changing times. Activities are slowly
opening, following the NYS guidelines: social distancing, wearing
masks, and sanitizing. Sadly, some group activities like the
popular Family Picnic had to be cancelled. We give thanks and
appreciation to our Chief, Manager, House Committee, Officers
and other volunteers who have been working very hard on behalf
of all Vikings. Pictured are kitchen workers preparing food while
following NYS guidelines. On Memorial Day, a traditional chicken
barbecue was held where those purchasing chicken dinner either
took them home or ate in our picnic grove. Midway in June saw
our kitchen open with a limited menu with seating outside. On
July 4th we saw a lot of activity beginning with what has developed
into a yearly tradition, the patriotic parade of red, white, and blue
decorated golf carts by members of the Viking Trailer Association.
Many of the participants were also dressed in patriotic clothes as
they toured the Lake Park. There were 23 golf carts (more every
year) in this show of Viking patriotism! Chicken barbecue dinners
were available in the afternoon and were enjoyed in our outdoor
picnic grove overlooking beautiful Chautauqua Lake. Flares were
lit at the appointed time and onlookers enjoyed seeing the “ring
of fire” around the Lake. It was a good day in troubling times!
Two positive examples, of many, of Vikings continuing to help in
troubling times: the Past Chiefs have given $250 to replace our
large weather-beaten “Old Glory” American Flag and volunteers
have taken care of our Purple Martin houses that need to be
cleaned out each year. The “Viking Spirit” continues even in
difficult times!

Cooking safely

Volunteers

New
Old Glory
Taking care of the purple martin houses

Kayaking On Chautauqua Lake
The watersport of kayaking has gained a great deal of
popularity at our Lake Park. During this difficult time of battling
the Covid-19 virus, this fun outdoor activity provides plenty of
fresh air, sunshine, and exercise with social distancing. Kayaks are
fairly inexpensive and easy to transport and store when compared
to boats.

Masked and ready!
Kayaking On Chautauqua Lake

Mini parade

Getting ready to go kayaking

Kayak storage
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LINNE’ LODGE #57
Muskegon, MI

Hello from Linne’ 57. What a year it has been! I hope all of you
are doing OK with this Covid-19 virus!

We have some sad news to report. Our Chief, Greg Liskey,
passed away. Prayers for Mary-Beth and the family are welcome.

In Muskegon, we were closed from March 16th to June 16th.
During that time, our trustees did a lot of ‘fixing’ at the club. They
refurbished the kitchen, cleaned the carpets, painted the ice
room, refurbished the dance floor, worked on the exhaust filters in
the grill room and kitchen, made all the safety changes needed
to reopen, and a lot more. The inspectors came in and said it was
GREAT!

We at Linne 57 hope that all of you are doing ok and are safe.
God watch over all of you until we meet again.
Fraternally,
Tom Jandt, Past Chief, Linne’ 57 and IOV Grand Treasurer

At this time, we aren’t having any parties. We are open from 4
pm to 8 pm every day. As you would expect, a lot of our members
are staying away until they figure out this virus.

Congratulations to Past Grand Chief Dewey and Martha Bringedahl,
who celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on August 27, 2020.
Please join us in sending them warm wishes for many happy days!

SKANDIA LODGE #68
Portland, OR

Here in Oregon, I am pleased with the fact that we have one of
the lowest COVID-19 infection rates in the country. Our loc down
has caused the cancellation of our usual Midsommer celebration
but we did manage to erect a smaller, birch wrapped and flower
laden Majstang. Swedish-themed masks were provided, and
distancing was required. Visitors could take pictures and enjoy
live violin music. No dancing, singing or food booths were
allowed but we are proud to have continued our 93-year history
of observing this important celebration.

For now, we are limited in what we can do as a lodge
like everyone else around the country. Let’s all follow health
guidelines and stay healthy so we can return to enjoying all our
traditional activities soon.
Fraternally yours,
Bruce K. Tolonen
Chief, Skandia Lodge #68

DID YOU KNOW?
Vikings didn’t wear horned helmets.

Forget almost every Viking warrior costume you’ve ever seen. Sure, the
pugnacious Norsemen probably sported headgear, but that whole
horn-festooned helmet look? Depictions dating from the Viking age don’t
show it, and the only authentic Viking helmet ever discovered is decidedly
horn-free. Painters seem to have fabricated the trend during the 19th century, perhaps inspired by
descriptions of northern Europeans by ancient Greek and Roman chroniclers. Long before the Vikings’ time,
Norse and Germanic priests did indeed wear horned helmets for ceremonial purposes.
Source: https://www.history.com/news/10-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-vikings
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SIGURD LODGE #30
Kenosha, Wisconsin

Hi all,
As I’m writing this article [July 30th] we are still in the
pandemic. Due to this, things have been pretty quiet. Hopefully
things calm down soon.
We have a few of our members who had unfortunate
accidents. In February, Harry Swanson broke his leg, then in
March - while coming home from Florida - Bucky Dunnebacke
broke his hip. Hopefully both are doing well now. Please keep
Terri Formella in your prayers as she battles the C-word.
Our sympathy is extended to fellow Executive Council
member Mary Beth Liskey on the passing of her husband, Greg,
who was also the Chief of Linne’ Lodge.
The surrender committee as well as other council members
are still working to communicate with those who have not
surrendered their policies. Most of these are expelled members or
deceased, or those who were unaware of having a policy. I know
in my search I have located people who were in that last group.
I just located a gentleman that I had been trying to find for the
past five months. I was able to locate the number of his father,
who said his son had passed away in 1995. This is what we’re

dealing with. I have located people who didn’t even know they
had a policy because their grandparents or parents purchased it
for them when they were newborns. If any member knows people
who may be in that category, please contact our administrator or
any council member. We hope to exit the insurance business by
the convention in June or the end of 2021. I would like to thank
all the surrender committee members as well as other council
members and our administrator on all the time they have devoted
to this never-ending task.
As of right now the convention here in Kenosha is still on
for June 2021, but we don’t know what the situation will be in a
few months with the pandemic. We will have more information
in the next Journal.
Stay safe everyone,
Rod Ottum, Correspondent.

I.O.V. on the WEB!
Hey did you know that the I.O.V. has a
Facebook page???
Independent Order of Vikings
If you are not “following us” on Facebook how will you know
what other Vikings are doing?
Log in today and request permission to become a follower.
Also, check out the web page at www.iovikings.org
You can read the Journal and see the pictures in color!!
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Independent Order of Vikings
Fraternal Administration
PO Box 27186
Lansing, MI 48909
INSURANCE SURRENDER FORM – please provide address and phone number
Name of Insured:
Policy Owner:
Policy Number:
Address:
Phone:
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE RETURNING
In consideration of and exchange for the Cash Value of Policy Number listed above issued on the life
of the Insured listed above, I (we) hereby surrender said policy for cancellation. In accordance with the
terms of the policy, it is hereby agreed that any indebtedness thereon to the Company will be deducted
from the Cash Value. Said Cash Value is accepted in full settlement and complete satisfaction of all
rights, claims and demands under said Policy. It is expressly represented and warranted that no other
person, firm or corporation has any interest in said policy except the undersigned and that no
proceedings in insolvency or bankruptcy have been instituted or are pending against the undersigned.
Unless attached, I certify that the policy contract has been misplaced, lost, or destroyed.
Executed this

day of

, in the year

Signature of Owner

Signature of Witness (non-related adult)

Check any that apply and provide date/documentation if available:
___ Policy holder is deceased.

___________________________________________________

___ Policy has already been surrendered on date: ______________________________________
___ I would like to donate the cash value of my policy to the Independent Order of Vikings:
___ scholarship fund
___ language camp scholarships
___ burn camp fund
___ I do not plan to surrender my insurance policy (please explain).

___ Please add me to the Do Not Contact list.

.

Independent Order of Vikings
Fraternal Administration
P.O. Box 27186
Lansing, MI 48909
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IMPORTANT DATES:
September 30, 2020

Lodge Quarterly Reports due to Fraternal Administrator

November 1, 2020

December 2020 Journal content submissions due

January 15, 2021

Viking of the Year Nomination Deadline

January 30, 2021

Viking Scholarship Drawing (MAIL tickets no later than January 20 – see inside)

March 1, 2021

Viking Scholarship Applications due (postmark deadline)

June 16-19, 2021

Vikings Convention, Kenosha, WI

PLEASE HELP US CLOSE THE IOV INSURANCE PROGRAM!
If you haven’t yet done so, surrender your policy today! You can maintain your Vikings membership
by paying dues through your home lodge. The form can be found on page 11 of this newsletter.
RETURN surrender forms to:
IOV Fraternal Administration - PO Box 27186 - Lansing, MI 48909.
THANK YOU!

