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 Alf John Christer Majors has been a member of Linne’ Lodge #57 for 
49.5 years!  During that time he has served as Chief, Vice Chief (twice), and 
Trustee (over 15 years).  

 Alf’s contributions to the club are extensive.  “If you need to know, 
ask Alf!” Alf oversees groundskeeping, lawn and flower maintenance, and 
always makes sure the bar is staffed and well-stocked. Alf leads one of Linne’s 
largest events: WinterFest.  This 3-day event held in January includes two 
dinners and Sunday Brunch, bands and dancing, and a variety of winter 
sport activities. Alf keeps 13 committees coordinated to successfully pull 
WinterFest off every year! Alf has participated in Drill Team for 18 years, has 
helped coordinate the annual Mother-Daughter Banquet, and is chairman 
of Linne’s Junior Viking program.  Alf helps make sure the Christmas season 
is a time of celebration, helping with club decorations and events. On top 
of his time, Alf also contributes his treasure as a donor to the lodge funds 
for scholarship, language camp, burn camp, and veterans.

 Alf’s life as a Viking is not limited to club activities: he also represents 
Linne’ as a community volunteer for Summer Celebration, Muskegon Air Fair, 
OctoberFest, Pub Pedal, Art in the Park and more.

 The Vikings is a family affair for Alf, his wife Dianell, their children and 
grandchildren, and his parents and sisters.  Alfred Majors (Alf ’s father) 
was selected as Viking of the Year in 1998. Alf’s parents are from Finland, 
and he made sure his family knew and practiced Swedish and Finnish 
family traditions. In addition to their full-family participation in the Viking 
Community, Alf coached his son’s hockey team for seven years, never missed 
his daughter’s high school soccer matches, and enjoys outdoor motorsports 
with the love of his life. 

 Alf will receive his official recognition at the next Vikings Convention. 
Since it has been postponed due to COVID-19, a few of the local Vikings 
gathered at Linne’ Lodge to present this well-deserved honor!

 Thank you, Alf, for all you do to strengthen the Independent Order of 
Vikings.  We are proud to recognize you as the 2021 Viking of the Year! 

2021 VIKING OF THE YEAR 
Alf John Christer Majors - Linne’ Lodge #57
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Kathleen Heyvaert - Clara Lodge
Kathleen Heyvaert is an active 33 year member of the IOV and Clara Lodge #118

Born and raised in Wisconsin.  She went to college in Illinois.  She is a retired from two successful careers in the Moline, IL. area; as a
Hairdresser and a Jobs Counselor and Claims Taker for State of Illinois, in the Unemployment Office.

She is an active member in the 20th Century Women’s Club in Moline; where she was named Woman of the Year in 1995. This
Club raises money for battered women and children.
 Kathleen is also an active member in her Church, where she helps with the funeral luncheons, an Usher, a Lector and Acolyte as
needed. As Past President of the retired members group, she helps with the Fall Festival making money baskets along with fundraising
for the Church. She is also a member of the American Legion Auxiliary and the VFW Auxiliary in Moline, although she is not active in
either clubs as she has devoted more time to Clara Lodge #118, the IOV, and her church.

Kathleen married her wonderful husband of 58 years, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Moline IL. on May 28, 1955.  They have
five Daughters; Mary K. Gang, Susan T. Heyvaert, Christine D. Ames, Joanne E. Storbeck and Donna M. Heyvaert, 8 grandchildren (6
girls and 2 boys), 3 great-grandchildren (2 girls and 1 boy). Kathleen came from a large family of 6 Brothers and 3 Sisters. Gil and
Kathleen enjoy visits to their families on their vacations.

Kathleen’s family members within the IOV, Thor Lodge # 9, and Clara Lodge #118 are, her husband Gil, Brother, Andy Jones, are
members of Thor Lodge #9. Daughter Mary Gang, Sister-in-law Vickie Jones is members of Clara Lodge # 118; Grand-daughter Emily
Gang Trask received both the National Scholarship Award as well as the Moline Viking Scholarship Award in 2004

Volunteerism within Clara Lodge #118 and the IOV is a joy for Kathleen.  Offices within Clara Lodge  #118 has been Chief  in
1989 and 1990, then again in 2003, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08 and again in 2012. Other positions were Assistant Herald, Chaplain, Treasurer
and Vice Chief, Past Chief, Deputy Chief, Journal Correspondent, Mid-West District Delegate, past member of the Moline Scholarship
Committee, along with attending the last three National Conventions.

Promoting activities within the Community and Clara Lodge # 118, she has been instrumental in making events a success with her
leadership and chairing many of our activities. Events  such as Honoring Mother’s Night, Christmas Parties, Bake Sales, not to mention
Clara Lodge’s… awesome…65th Anniversary Celebration. Promoting events in the community be taking photos for the Bake Sales,
Local Scholarship Committee; schedules volunteers for Bingo Kitchen on a monthly bases securing
volunteers and cakes.  She also enjoys volunteering to cook in the afternoons and sales in the evening.

In her free time, she likes to play cards, including but not limited to, pinochle and 500, loves
quiz programs, Sudoku, puzzles; learning new programs, e-mail and Facebook on her computer. Most
of all she enjoys being a full-time Grandma.

In summary, I believe Kathleen has given many years, and I hope several more wonderful years,
of dedication and support to Clara Lodge #118 and the IOV; and is deserving of this outstanding
honor.

Congratulation to Kathleen whom is an outstanding lady and a dedicated Viking. Clara Lodge
#118 is better from her leadership, understanding, compassion and wisdom.

This article was written by Sandy Cramm, Chief of Clara Lodge #118, and who nominated
Kathleen for Viking of the Year.
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Welcome Aboard
The following are new members who were admitted to the Viking Order since the previous Viking Journal was 
published.  We welcome you one and all to the Viking Order and sincerely urge you to attend your respective 
lodges and join in all of  the activities planned for you.  Remember . . . It’s great to be a VIKING!!

Ingjald #65
 John Conti Judith M Barmore
 Spencer Drake Carol M Drake
 Doug Johnson Kim Touhey
 Maralynn Johnson Thomas D Johnson
 Scott Kauffman Douglas Sanders
 Suzanne Keppel Judy Lockwood
 Sandra Klawon Mary B Carpenter
 Laura Knight Virginia Carlberg
 Kevin Muldowney Thomas J Muldowney
 Rory Nelson Darla Nelson
 Brian Orlando Brian G Conklin
 Lee Peterson Julie CoventThe Viking Journal 

is published four times 
a year.  The deadlines for 

the  issues of the Journal  are 
listed below.  

Please make a note!

SUBMIT ARTICLES TO: 
admin@iovikings.org 

SUBJECT LINE:  
IOV Journal Article

Deadline for Submissions
February 1, 2021

May 1, 2021
August 1, 2021

November 1, 2021

Publication Dates
March 1, 2021
June 1, 2021

September 1, 2021
December 1, 2021

   NEW MEMBER                       SPONSOR                                     NEW MEMBER                       SPONSOR

Website:  
www.iovikings.org

Facebook:  
Find us and like 

Independent Order 
of Vikings!  

(This is a closed group, so 
you must request to join.) 

 Robert Richter Judy Cheney
 Anika Saar Susan L Saar
 Zachary Saar Susan L Saar
 Hannah Schauman Janice Schauman
 Parker Schauman David Schauman
 Richard Stout Connie Sherman
 Lisa Sunday Connie Sherman
 Kari Wendel Carol M Abell
 William Wendelboe Rodney Drake
 
Linne’ Lodge #57  
 David Mieras Billy Barnes

MILESTONES
To let you know that our many thoughts are with the members and families in this time of sorrow.

HÖGSATTA KÄMPAR

 Lodge          Member Name
Linne’ Lodge #57  Mary Lou Snodgrass-Wright
Linne’ Lodge #57  Raymond W Cook, Jr.
Linne’ Lodge #57  Nancy Craig
Linne’ Lodge #57  Kenneth Craymer
Linne’ Lodge #57  Kathleen Cross
Linne’ Lodge #57  Thomas Robert Fongers
Linne’ Lodge #57  Mark Alan Heaton
Linne’ Lodge #57  Mark Heaton 
Linne’ Lodge #57  Nathan W. Jandt
Linne’ Lodge #57  John Lambert Larson
Linne’ Lodge #57  Edith Mark
Linne’ Lodge #57  William Edward Medendorp
Linne’ Lodge #57  Chet Nienhuis
Linne’ Lodge #57  Christopher Swanson
Sigured Lodge #30 Terri Formella 
Stenkil Lodge #92  Hans Christensen
Stenkil Lodge #92  Thor Jeffrey
Stenkil Lodge #92  John Johnson

All Lodges are asked to submit membership reports that include the passing of our Viking brothers and 
sisters.  Submit to the Fraternal Administrator for inclusion in the Vikings Journal.



March 2021 Page 3

IOV Executive Council:

Grand Chief
Melinda R. Worden

minward65@hotmail.com

Vice Grand Chief
Rodney W. Ottum

papaottum@gmail.com

Jr. Past Grand Chief
William H. Schaefer

margaretschaef@yahoo.com

Grand Secretary
Eivor Britt-Louise Hichue

mzztree450@aol.com

Grand Treasurer
Thomas R. Jandt

trj2533@hotmail.com

Grand Herald
Bryan R. Nelson

ivesjohnsonagency@netsync.net

Grand Inner Guard
William A. Peterson

billsite34@hotmail.com

Grand Outer Guard
Robert D. Greenwald

ert@netsync.net

Jane Fosberg
jrfosberg@gmail.com

Robert H. Grinnell
cgrinnellm@aol.com

Mary Beth Liskey
mbliskey@hotmail.com

Steve Kosthorst
v.kosthorst@yahoo.com

Margaret (Peggy) Schaefer
margaretschaef@yahoo.com

Chief ’s

Melinda Worden
 Grand Chief 

C
orner

Hello Fellow Vikings,    
 I hope everyone is doing well! We are all 
still dealing with our new normal and, with the 
arrival of spring upon us, we are looking forward 
to warmer weather, sunshine, and flowers grow-
ing. I am hoping it brings excitement to all! Even 
with a mask, it will be great to be outside.
 Here at Ingjald Lodge, we have had a fairly 
easy winter. We had some cold days and nights, 
but not much snow. (Watch, now we will prob-
ably get it!) All lodges are having elections of their 
new officers, and I wanted to tell you a little story. 
Here at Ingjald #65, our new Chief is Juanita Por-
ter! Surely, many of you know her: Toots, as many 
of us call her. This will be her 3rd term as Chief, and 
she was Chief of our past Diana Lodge twice, not 

to forget her service on Executive Council for a total of 20 years! Amazing! I have personally 
known Toots and Stub for over 50 years.  We lived right next door to them and I have many 
happy memories of my time on Beech Street. Toots keeps active and has always been a loyal 
Viking and an important part of our Club!
 We on Executive Council were sad to learn of the passing of Barb Hendry. Barb was a 
member of Harald Lodge in Tinley Park, Illinois, and also served on Executive Council for a 
couple years. She had a bright smile and enjoyed being a Viking. Barb and Bill loved going to 
our conventions; both of them always smiling. We send our deepest condolences and wish 
her family the best.
 We are happy to announce the new Viking of the Year, Alf Majors, from Linne’ Lodge in 
beautiful Muskegon, Michigan. A very deserving individual who has done plenty for the good 
of the Vikings. We thank you. Thanks also go to the committee members who oversee the VOTY 
selection process. Alf is featured on the cover of this Journal. Read about his deep commitment 
to IOV, and use his story as an example to encourage some of our younger members to get 
more involved with their own lodges. Maybe one day they will receive this honor!
 We have paused our insurance surrender activity while we update policies with correct 
information. We received info for almost 50 people since the last Journal went out.  THANK 
YOU! Please let us know if you recognize any names from the list we published in December. 
We are still working with the Illinois Department of Insurance, UTG and our legal counsel and 
we will update everyone when we are ready to move forward.
 As the weather gets nicer, I am hoping that Executive Council will be able to have a real 
meeting. We have had many Zoom meetings, which have gone well, but I am looking forward 
to seeing everyone in person. Hope you all stay healthy, and safe. Happy Easter!

Til next time,
Mindy

Language Camp News 
 We have learned that Concordia Language Villages will be hosting virtual camp this year 
and IOV has decided not to award new grants.  Our 2020 grant recipients have not been 
able to participate yet, so we will keep them on the list as soon as they camp opens back 
up to the full in-person experience. 

Language Camp Committee 
Britt Hichue 
Peggy Schaefer 
Bob Greenwald



Page 4 March 2021

Administrator’s Corner
Three quick things…
 First, THANK YOU!  Many people have contacted us with updated 
contacts for folks on the list we published in the December Journal.  A 
good chunk of these policy holders had separated from their lodge at some 
point and did not provide us with updated information.  We appreciate 
your help!  
 Second, WE FEEL YOUR PAIN! With volume of work at the U.S. Postal 
Service, we understand that some members still have not received the 
December Journal, or have received it very recently. We should all probably 
expect continued delays until things level out.  (Unfortunately, we can’t 
afford to send the Journal first class, which might move it a little quicker.) 
Remember that you can see the Journal any time on the IOV website, 
www.iovikings.org. If you would like to receive notice when a new Journal 
is posted and cancel your print mailing, send an email with your name, 
email and member number or current address to admin@iovikings.org. If 
you ever have any questions about the forms or any of the IOV programs, 
don’t hesitate to contact me!
 Third, please remember to update your officer contacts when elections 
are held!  Also take time to orient them to Grand Lodge reports that need 
to be submitted.  If you need any help with this, just let us know!
 Is it spring yet?

Robin Lynn Grinnell, IOV Fraternal Administrator
admin@iovikings.org - 989-292-0482

VIKING SCHOLARSHIP 
RAFFLE 2021

 The annual drawing for the scholarship 
raffle was held at Linne’ #57 on January 30, 
which at our lodge is known as Winterfest 
steak fry Saturday Night. Unfortunately, 
there was no Winterfest this year so no 
steak fry. There was, however, a Saturday 
night so the drawing was held. On hand 
was a group of Linne’ and Grand Lodge 
officers and members to do the honors.

The winners are:
•	 1st: $500 Judy Klein, Harald #13
•	 2nd: $200 Tim Fagerstrom for the Past 

Grand Chief’s Club
•	 3rd: $150 Jerry Lyon, Ingjald #65
•	 4th: $75 Joanna Jenkins, Harald #13
•	 5th:  $75 Doris MacDonald, Gripsholm #83
 Many thanks to all who participated and 
congratulations to the winners! We will talk 
to you again in 2022!

The Grand Lodge Scholarship Committee
Bob Grinnell, Mary Beth Liskey, Rod Ottum 
and Bill Peterson

DID YOU KNOW?
The History of Lutefisk
(excerpts from Scandinavians’ Strange Holiday Lutefisk Tradition, Smithsonian 
Magazine)

 “It seems only natural that the descendants of the Vikings, perhaps history’s greatest tough guys, would celebrate a food prepared 
with a caustic and highly dangerous substance. Lutefisk—codfish (fisk) preserved in lye (lut)—is both a delicacy and a tradition 
among Scandinavian-Americans, who serve the chemical-soaked, gelatinous fish with a warm and friendly smile. Lutefisk, or lutfisk 
in Swedish, is a traditional dish in Norway, Sweden, and parts of Finland. But today, Scandinavians rarely eat lutefisk…
 No one is quite sure where and when lutefisk originated. Both Swedes and Norwegians claim it was invented in their country. 
A common legend has it that Viking fishermen hung their cod to dry on tall birch racks. When some neighboring Vikings attacked, 
they burned the racks of fish, but a rainstorm blew in from the North Sea, dousing the fire. The remaining fish soaked in a puddle of 
rainwater and birch ash for months before some hungry Vikings discovered the cod, reconstituted it and had a feast. Another story 
tells of St. Patrick’s attempt to poison Viking raiders in Ireland with the lye-soaked fish. But rather than kill them, the Vikings relished 
the fish and declared it a delicacy. It makes for a great story if you don’t mind the fact that Patrick lived centuries before the Vikings 
attacked Ireland.
 Whatever its origins, Scandinavians have eaten lutefisk for centuries. Preserved cod provided protein during the long winter 
months for generations of families in a part of the world with a strong tradition of fishing. Lye was used for making soap and preserving 
food. It was easily prepared in the kitchen by boiling wood ash from beech or birch in water and straining the result. Lutefisk first 
appeared in Norwegian literature in 1555 in the writings of Olaus Magnus, who describes its preparation and proper serving method: 
lots of butter. Despite its long history in Scandinavia, though, lutefisk has fallen out of favor now that few people need to preserve 
food to last all winter...”
 Read the full story in Smithsonian Magazine:  
 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/scandinavians-strange-holiday-lutefisk-tradition-2218218

http://www.iovikings.org
mailto:admin@iovikings.org
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/scandinavians-strange-holiday-lutefisk-tradition-2218218/
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Hi all, 
 Hope this finds everyone doing fine. Being we’re still 
in the Covid-19 epidemic, things have been very quiet 
with all of the lodges. We haven’t had a meeting in just 
about a year, but will be trying to have some now that the 
vaccinations are being given. Just a reminder to be careful, 
mask up and wash those hands!
 There has been a discussion among a few of the 
officers about having a carry-out Swedish Pancakes 
and Sausage Breakfast breakfast, or a carry-out Swedish 
meatballs dinner as we need to raise some money for the 
lodge. Any help or comments from Lodge members?
 On January 1st, Barb Hendry from Herald Lodge in 
Tinley Park passed away. Barb was on the council for a few 
years but had to resign due to her health; she also served 
as Recording Secretary of Herald Lodge for many years. 
Our prayers and sympathy are extended to her husband 
Bill and family.
 Right now we are pausing on the surrender process, 
but in the December journal there was a long list of 
members we’re trying to locate. If you recognize any 

SIGURD LODGE #30
Kenosha, Wisconsin

names and know their address please contact our 
Fraternal Administrator, Robin Grinnell. We will still need 
updated contact information for people once we get back 
in action.
 Linda Roberts has been having some issues with her 
knee and Jerry Jacob has had some medical issues so 
hopefully they are doing much better.
 There have been some issues with the postal 
department getting the Journal mailed out so if you 
would like to receive it by email let Robin know or you can 
access it by going to our web site at www.IOVikings.org.  
You will be able to read it much earlier, plus the pictures 
are in color and you will be saving us money on postage.
 Stay safe and strong and we eventually will get 
through the pandemic.

Rodney Ottum
Sigurd Lodge #30 Correspondent
IOV Junior Grand Chief

LINNE’ LODGE #57
Muskegon, MI

Hello from Linne,
 I hope all of you are doing OK. We have had a bad year in 
Muskegon. We have lost a lot of Viking Brothers and Sisters. 
I pray that the coronavirus vaccine will let us get back to 
semi-normal. 
 Our lodge is hoping to open up on March 1st. Maybe 
then we can get together and have parties again. We have 
been holding our lodge meeting on Zoom and our trustees 
are still doing what has to be done. 
 We recently held elections and Mary Caswell continues 
to be our Chief; Shawn Perry is Vice Chief. We also have 4 
new trustees. A big thank you to all the officers who are 

taking a break for now.  The IOV Executive Council has also 
been busy, having Zoom meetings as well.
 I hope that my next article will be full of great stories 
about the parties we had. Until then stay safe.

Fraternally,
Tom Jandt, Past Chief 
IOV Grand Treasurer 

LANGUAGE LESSON
Since spring is just around the corner…. 

English: Time for change
Swedish: dags för förändring

http://www.IOVikings.org
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 Our Lodge 2020 activities ended in December with the election of new officers and meals being served until the 
week before Christmas.  It has been an exciting, interesting, and most unusual year to say the least.  We are looking 
forward with great anticipation to the reopening of our Lake Park facility and some semblance of normalcy, hopefully 
in Mid-March!  Our new officers are ready and working committees have been formed. Thanks is extended to our Lodge 
Manager, Connie Sherman, who has been “holding down the fort” and guiding us through these difficult times.  When 
the COVID-19 Virus protocols permit—WE ARE READY TO BLAST OFF!  All Viking members are urged to volunteer and 
support Lodge activities in 2021.

INGJALD LODGE #65
Jamestown, New York

Ingjald Lodge Elects New Officers for 2021

 Members of Ingjald Lodge #65 of the International 
Order of Vikings elected new officers for 2021 at their last 
meeting in December.  The in-person election was held at 
the Viking Lake Park facility.  Mail-In ballots were also part 
of the election process.  Juanita “Toots” Porter was elected 
Chief and Dawn Stuart was elected Vice-Chief.  Newly 
elected Chief Porter brings a wealth experience and com-
mitment to the position of Viking Chief.  She previously 
served as head of the former Viking Diana Lodge and has 
served two terms as Ingjald Lodge Chief.  Additionally she 
has served on the Viking Executive Council and other mul-
tiple offices in the local Viking Lodge.  The newly elected 
Ingjald Lodge Vice-Chief, Dawn Stuart, has served in nu-
merous capacities including Lodge Secretary and House 
Committee, and has volunteered for many program events.  
 Other newly elected Ingjald Lodge officers include: 
Charlie Kent - Financial Secretary, Sadie Stuart - Recording 
Secretary, Betsy Lynch - Treasurer, Steve Kosthorst and Bill 
Peterson - Trustees, Julie Beach and Darla Nelson - House 
Committee, Doug Sanders and Jane Fosberg - Member-
ship Chairpersons, and  Temple Corporation Members:  Jim 
Francisco, Doug Sanders, and Chris Bernhardt.
 Members attending the meeting thanked outgoing Vi-
king Chief Betsy Lynch for all her hard work through a most 
difficult year dealing with the COVID-19 issues. Due to the 
COVID-19, the Viking Lodge will be closed until mid-March.  
Members are urged to renew their memberships by mail 
by sending them to the Viking Office in Jamestown at 214 
North Main St., Jamestown, NY 14701.

House Committee members elected-Julie Beach, Darla Nelson

InstallationChief Betsy Lynch hand gavel to new Chief Toots Porter

Vice Chief Dawn StuartChief Juanita Toots Porter
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INGJALD LODGE #65
Jamestown, New York

VIKING TEMPLE MEMORIES
 Our former Lodge home in Jamestown has a wonderful history in the life of Ingjald Lodge #65.  The building was built 
in 1912 and was known as the “Eagle Temple”.  This three story building was grand in size, appearance and amenities.  
It had several meeting rooms, health area (including a cold plunge pool), large auditorium surrounded by a beautiful 
cherry wood ornate balcony, bowling alley, elevator, kitchens, and much more.  The Viking Ingjald Lodge purchased the 
Eagle Temple in 1941 and sold it in 2006.  The main activity of our Lodge now takes place at our Lake Park facility in Maple 
Springs while still maintaining an office in Jamestown.



I.O.V. on the WEB!

Hey did you know that the I.O.V. has a Facebook 
page???  

Independent Order of Vikings
If you are not “following us” on Facebook how will you know 

what other Vikings are doing?  
Log in today and request permission to become a follower.   

Also, check out the web page at www.iovikings.org
You can read the Journal and see the pictures in color!!

Independent Order of Vikings
Fraternal Administration 
P.O. Box 27186
Lansing, MI 48909

IMPORTANT DATES:

March 30, 2021 – 2020 Annual Financial Reports due to Fraternal Administrator

April 30, 2021 – 1st Quarter 2021 membership reports due to Fraternal Administrator

May 1, 2021 – Submissions due for June 2021 Journal 

June 19, 2021 – Delegates HOLD for possible virtual meeting or conference call (in lieu of Convention) 
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